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TN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In Re U.S. Patent Application 
Applicant: Hyodo et al. 
Serial No. 

Filed: May 4, 2001 

For: CARBONEOUS PROTECTIVE 
LAYER . . . 
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/ /zere&y cerfzfr r/iaf this paper is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as EXPRESS 
MAIL in an envelope addressed to: Assistant 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C 20231, 
on May 4, 2001. 

Express Label No.: EL 846224430 US 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE ST ATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants through 
counsel herewith submit copies of the publications as set forth in the attached form PTO- 
1449 as follows: 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



fn'iCT ITvT EInT NO. COUNTR Y PT IBUC AT1QN, PATE 



7296372 A 
8212533 A 



Japan 
Japan 



November 10, 1995 
August 20, 1996 



10143836 A 



Japan 



May 29, 1998 



11316942 A 



Japan 



November 16, 1999 



2000067428 A 



Japan 



March 3, 2000 



Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the above-listed 



references in the examination of this application and list these references of record in the 
application. 



May 4, 2001 

300 South Wacker Drive 
Suite 2500 

Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Tel.: (312)360-0080 



Respectfully submitted, 

GREER, BURNS & CRAIN, LTD. 



By 




Patrick G. Burns 
Registration No. 29,367 



Customer Number: 24978 



